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Feb. 7, 1996
JUSTICE IN INDIAN COUNTRY TOPIC FOR UM UECTURE
MISSOUUA A high-ranking official with the U.S. Department of Justice will present his views on
justice in Indian country at The University of Montana—Missoula Thursday, Feb. 15, in
conjunction with UM’s Charter Day celebration.
The free, public lecture by Herbert A. Becker, director of the Office of Tribal Justice, will
begin at 8 p.m. in the Law Building, Room 204. Becker will talk about how Indian law has
changed in the past 15 years as the issues of Indian sovereignty and greater tribal responsibility
have increasingly come to occupy the federal government.
"Becker is right on top of all of these myriad issues that have local ramifications in
Montana for all of the tribes, be those issues gambling, law enforcement, Indian court systems,
interstate commerce or water issues," said Bill Farr, UM history professor and director of the
Center for the Rocky Mountain West. "Becker’s ability to explain the new initiatives that are
coming out of the Department of Justice will be of interest to all Montanans, but especially tribal
council members, tribal judges and those in tribal legal departments, the law school and the state
attorney general’s office."
Becker is from Standing Rock Sioux Reservation, in the Dakotas, and has 25 years’
experience as an attorney in Indian affairs at reservation, state and federal levels. Before assuming
his current post in 1995, he spent 14 years as the assistant U.S. attorney for the district of New
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Mexico, working on civil and criminal cases and trying natural resources cases for Indian tribes
and federal agencies. His expertise in water law is widely recognized, Farr said.
Becker has taught Indian law at several universities and
at the Justice Department's Criminal Law Advocacy Institute for Assistant U.S. Attorneys. He
holds a doctorate of law from Texas Tech University and is a member of three state bar
associations and four tribal courts. He also is a member of the U.S. Supreme Court Bar.
Becker is sponsored by the Center for the Rocky Mountain West as the second speaker in
its annual Native American Lectureship program.
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